NCRBC Adult Bible Class 18
Title: Joining a Local Church
Purpose: To motivate those who have believed to join a biblical local church.

Introduction
It is Christ who saves and not the church. Therefore, our trust must not be in the church but in Christ and in Him alone for salvation. However, this is does not mean that the church is of no importance. It plays a vital role in the life of a true believer and in the world.
In our previous studies, we have already considered: 1) What the Church is 2) and How the Church is Governed. Today we will consider the matter of “Joining a Local Church”. 

Trans:  First, let me say something about...
I.
THE BASIC REQUIREMENTS OF JOINING A LOCAL CHURCH
A.
A true believer or disciple of Christ

1.
We see this in Acts 9: 26-27 (READ) “associate” or “join”.  Note that Paul wanted to join the church in Jerusalem. But why didn’t the disciples in Jerusalem allow him to join them? Because they did not believe that he was a true disciple.  The disciples were wrong in their assumption.  But this incident shows that only true disciples are to be allowed to join the local church.
2.
2 Corinthians 6: 14-18 (READ). Note that Paul here is particularly referring to the church— v. 16 (READ) “we” plural and “temple” singular.
B.
Water baptism as an initiatory rite

1.
Acts 2: 41-42 (READ). Note that only those who believe and were baptized were added into the church. Therefore, baptism is an initiatory rite. It is in baptism that a person takes up the badge of discipleship. It is a formal rite to declare that one has become a disciple of Christ, one has been cleansed with the blood of Christ, therefore, can become a part of the community of the redeemed. 
2.
This initiatory rite is something that has been commanded by Christ— Matthew 28: 18-20 (READ) “baptizing them” (those who have been made disciples) “and teaching them” (those who have been made disciples).
C.
Geographic Proximity
1.
1 Thessalonians 1: 1 (READ). This indicates that the church in Thessalonica were composed of the believers in Thessalonica. Not of believers residing elsewhere.
2.
Although there might be an exception to this rule, yet, exceptions are exceptions they are not the rule.

Trans:
But why join a local church? That leads us to our 2nd point...
II.
THE IMPORTANCE OF JOINING A LOCAL CHURCH
A.
It is through the church that spiritual nurture is to be carried out.

1.
In Matthew 28: 18-20, which we considered earlier, we have seen that all those who have been made disciples and baptized are to be taught to observe all that Christ has commanded His original disciples. 
2.
But how exactly was this task to be carried out? 
a.
Acts 2: 41-42 (READ). Those who have received the word were baptized, and they were added to the church. It was as part of the church that they were nurtured.
b.
Acts 14: 21-23 (READ). Those who have been made disciples were then formed into churches and officers were appointed over them. The continued spiritual nurture of those who have been made disciples were done in the context of the local church.
3.
Ephesians 4: 11-16 (READ). Why did the exalted Christ give ministers of God’s word? To equip the members for the work of service to the building up of the body of Christ. It is as the members are equipped that they are able to perform their individual function to the building up of the body of Christ.
4.
It is not at all healthy and good for a Christian to be alone. Christians need each other to grow in grace and knowledge of the truth.  The church is the means commissioned by God to do that work. 
B.
It is through the church that we fulfill our priestly work.

1.
1 Peter 2: 4-5 (READ). Christians are the living stones that make up God’s spiritual house and also priesthood. When believers gather together, there God’s spiritual house is formed. This spiritual house is also God’s priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
2.
What are the spiritual sacrifices Christians are to bring? 
a.
Not the sacrifices for sin because Jesus has already made the once for all sacrifice for sin— Hebrews 10: 11-14, 18 (READ).
b.
But we have spiritual sacrifices to bring like praise and thanksgiving (Heb 13:15). The sacrifice of giving (Heb 13:16). The sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart (Ps 51:17). The sacrifice of a consecrated life (Rom 12:1).
3.
Therefore, gathering with God’s people and becoming a member of a church is important so that a Christian can fulfill his/her priestly work.
C.
It is through the church that we help in the spread and defense of the truth revealed in God’s word.
1.
Matthew 28: 19-20 (READ). An individual Christian cannot carry out this task alone. He must join a local church in order to contribute something to the fulfilling of this task.
2.
Jude 1: 3-4 (READ). All Christians are here commanded to defend earnestly the faith (the things Christians believe in) once for all delivered to the saints. An individual Christian will find it hard to carry out this task alone. 
3.
1 Timothy 3: 15 (READ). Note that not just an individual Christian is called the pillar and support of the truth. But the church corporately. It is the church that serves as the pillar and support of the truth— to preserve, propagate, and defend the truth from errors.
D.
It is in the church that we commemorate the New Covenant Sign— the Lord’s Supper. 
1.
This is clear from 1 Corinthians 11: 18-20, 23-26  (READ). The Lord Supper is to be observed in the context of the gathered church. 
2.
Acts 20: 7 (READ).
E.
It is through the church that we engage in spiritual warfare.
1.
Matthew 16: 18 (READ). The church is the Lord’s army to attack the gates of hell. And in an army you do not fight alone.
2.
Ephesians 6: 10-20 (READ). Christians are to fight the Lord’s battle against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. And in war, you do not fight alone.

Conclusion
1.
If you have truly come to believe in Christ, then you must join a biblical local church. For although the church is not the one that saves but Christ, and yet being a part of a community of Christ’s disciples is also vital. 
2.
But if you have not come to believe in Christ, then your primary concern is not joining a church. That only comes if and when you have really come to faith in Christ. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Based on our studies of the church, what kind of church should a Christian join?

